


Handmade, Hand Delivered

Armed with warm, colorful lap robes and cheerful stuffed animals,
Thrift Store Manager, Sandy McLean (bottom left) along with several

volunteers from the staff at
Alderson-Broaddus College
(top left) visited with long-term
care residents at Philippi’s
Mansfield Place in early Janu-
ary. The handmade lap robes
are collected throughout the
year from donors across the
country and distributed to
nursing home residents around
the holidays for a little extra
comfort and cheer.

Do We Have Grace for Zacchaeus?

by Mike Miller, Associate Director

It’s spring and Heart and Hand

is beginning our home repair season.

Often families needing assistance are

victims of poor health, job loss, a

fire, or another crisis largely outside

of their control. From time to time, though, as we launch

into a project I hear the question, “Why would you help

that family?” I know the thinking behind the questions

because I grapple with them myself: She dug her own

hole. Why rescue her now? Why fix his leaking roof? He

should have done it last summer when he had work. Is

building an addition just rewarding them for having an-
other kid they can’t support?

The old story of little Zacchaeus is helpful for me in
answering these difficult questions. Jesus reached out to
Zacchaeus and treated him with respect. He didn’t say,
“Look Zach, if you go six months without overcharging
on your collections, I'll consider talking with you in the
fall.” Instead Jesus publicly called out to Zacchaeus, just
as he was, and invited himself to his home. The crowd
wasn't pleased to see Jesus mixing with a sinner, but this
simple act of grace changed Zacchaeus’ life. The woman
at the well and many others were received by Jesus with
the same changing grace as Zacchaeus.

Like Zacchaeus, some folks that come to Heart and
Hand have made very poor choices in their lives that have
not been good for themselves or their families, and may
even reflect poor moral standards. Like Jesus we at Heart
and Hand try to meet people in the mess of life and trust
the power of God’s love to work beyond our own abili-

ties as we begin work on the physical needs. In the pro-
cess we sometimes even rediscover God’s grace for our
own shortcomings.

There are certainly many strategies in how to be the
most helpful. Sometimes people may need to live with
some consequences in order to learn from mistakes.
Other times a helping hand can be life changing. In any
case, beginning with folks as they are is the example we
learn from Jesus.

Our home repair program connects people in need
directly with our volunteer community. Our goals
include providing support, safety and stability for people
living in less than ideal conditions. The joy of the work
is that when we meet in a loving
way there are seeds
planted that can
have
powerful
results.

If grace
can
change a
cheat

like
Zacchaeus,
then
there’s
hope

for all

of us.



HEART AND HAND HOUSE, INC.

2007 Dollar Value of Service to Barbour County = $1,067,281
Assistance = $240,201
Thrift Stores = $357,916
Volunteer Hours = $424,164
Other = $45,000

Food
34,101 meals provided

2007 Assistance Requests = 1,581
(does not include Thrift Stores, Christmas,
After School or Garden Market)

Garden Market
84 Growers
30,374 pounds sold

Thrift Stores
Food Home Layettes  Medical Utilities/Rent Kits - Other Some Ite_ms we prov:d_ed:
Repairs & Babies Health Seasonal clothing, bulk clothing, toys,
School quilts, appliances, rags, crafts,
Cleaning antiques, Christian books
Value: $357,916
Housing 2007 Estimated Value of Assistance = $240,201
37 home repair projects
2 new homes
Total Value: $446,778 Other
(materials and hours)
Kits
Christmas _ Utilities/Rent
134 families participated in
Christmas Toy Store program Medical
Over 367 children benefited
Value: $8,000 Layettes/Babies
112 Head Start children _
Received gift bags Home Repairs
Value: $1,120
Food
Total Value: $9,120
2007 Volunteer Hours = 32,628 RIPPLE

After School & Summer
Youth/Family Program funded by a
Out of County Volunteers—22,979 Grant from WV Div. Of Criminal
Justice Services

Local Volunteers—6,264 .
101 participants/65 youth

Mennonite Volunteer Service—2,006 2 community projects
Work Study/Community Service Class—486
Office and Board—401 Bibles
Training—492 Over 100 Holy Bibles were given away
to our clients. We also include
Estimated Value of Services = $424,164 scripture tracts in all our food boxes.
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Ticket is optional!

This admission ticket is only a gimmick. You really don’t need one to visit your
ministry in Barbour County, WV. In fact, we would love to have you do just that—
visiT us! Over the past several months work teams have come by for area
assignments, groups from churches have stopped in to get alook at how ministry is
donein arural area, and we have also had individuals grace our doorway just to give
us aword of encouragement and check out our thrift store. No matter what the
reason for the visit, please know that you are welcome and we would be honored to
show you around. Come and see the Ministry, located in a historical community,
surrounded by God'’s beautiful hills and valleys.
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